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Personality of the Week 


James West, who has the distinction of having given the people of the community their first electric 
lights way back in the early part of 1916, is retiring from the position of accountant of Wahkiakum 
County Public Utility No. 1. It is noteworthy that Jim began his public service in Cathlamet with a utility 
that served the town and is closing it with a public utility that serves the entire county. 


It is also worth noting that the first electricity was given by two native sons-James West and his brother, 
John, who were born in Cathlamet on the Birnie Donation Land Claim, in the old Birnie home build by 
James Birnie, the Scotchman and Hudson Bay factor and trader who chose the spot that is now 
Cathlamet for his home. 


Take Land Claim 


The declining fur trade, too much extended credit to unreliable who came, brought and disappeared, 
the refusal to accept changes, brought financial ruin to the Birnies and after Mr. Birnie’s death, the 
donation land claim on which all of Cathlamet east of Birnie Creek is built, passed into the hands of the 
Wests, another scotch family who were the founders of Westport, Ore. 


David West and his wife, Margaret, took up their residence in the old Birnie home and remained there 
until 1890 when they built a new home of the same type as the Birnie house, situated near the farm 
Operations. It is now owned by School District No. 150 and directly in front of the new school building. 


Before the David Wests moved to their home, four boys were born to them — George, John, James and 
Christopher. George died as a result of an accident in early childhood and Christopher in his twenties 
was drowned in a boating accident here on the Columbia. Twin sons, Alfred and Albert, were born in 
the new home. Albert was a casualty of World War I. 


James joined the family in 1866 and when he was only a small boy his mother passed on leaving the five 
sons to the care of father and Grandmother West, assisted by housekeepers. The farm work demanded 
everyone’s help and Jim did his share. 


Attended Local School 


He attended the local school and was one of the pupils in the first real school building of the community. 
His teachers and his father, who had a good knowledge of figures, recognized Jim’s unusual aptitude for 
mathematics. As a result he was given a course in bookkeeping in a Portland business college and when 
not yet nineteen, he was employed in the Astoria Savings bank. 


For ten years he continued in this position and then doctors advised a change of work-something 
outside. He had been married in June 1915 to Miss Florence Chadwick, of a pioneer Oregon family, a 
very attractive young woman and a trained nurse by profession. The old home place seemed to be the 
answer to the doctor's orders. In June 1915 Mr. and Mrs. West became residents of Cathlamet and Jim 
joined his brothers in the operation of the farm. 


Jim sensed that the town would see further growth and more residents, and he knew, too, that the age 
of electricity was upon us. He and his brother, John, decided to install an electric plant Operated bya 
diesel engine. Thus was sparked our first electric power known as the Wahkiakum Light Company. 


It continued in operation until 1925 when the Forshay Co. of Minneapolis bought it and began expansion 
of the system. They sold out to the West Coast Power Co. and the remainder of that story belongs to 
the PUD. 


John and James West continued their farm which had been more or less a sideline during the power 
plant operation. Farming was all right, but Jim was by training a first class accountant. Occasionally the 
community had called upon him for his services in that capacity, including three years as city treasurer. 
In 1938 he was elected county treasurer without any opposition and served in that capacity 8 years, the 
legal limit of two terms. He was elected county auditor, also without opposition, but before he 
qualified, the PUD commissioners offered him the position of accountant. 


After five and a half years in that capacity he has been forced to retire on account of an eye condition 
which will not permit the close work with figures. Rodney Olson succeeds him. 


Buys Home Here 


Several years ago the Wests bought an attractive home on Ocean Beach highway in Rosedale. Since 
gardening has been Jim’s hobby, he plans to devote the most of his time to it. 


Tuesday noon, Mr. and Mrs. West were honored at a luncheon by the entire staff of the PUD including 
Gus Jaspers, John King, James Maki, PUD commissioners; John Dickson, Manager; Alvin Carlstad, Mrs. 
Iver Klingberg, Mrs. Ralph Rodahl, George Hollar, A. R. Fudge, Robert Peek and Rodney Olson. 
Appreciation for Jim’s service and regret for his retirement were expressed by all and as further 
expression of their goodwill they present Him with a power lawn mower of the latest type model. Using 
this on the large lawn of their home, enjoying their three grandchildren and taking a few short trips are 
in the plans for the immediate future of the Wests. 


The many friends of Jim throughout the county will be wishing him many happy years in his retirement, 
and those friends are many because in spite of years of furnishing juice with an often balky diesel 
engine, handing out unpopular tax bills, Jim has acquired no enemies. To have lived in Cathlamet 55 
years, and served the public 37 of those years without acquiring some ill will is worthy of Ripley. 


We know it is that quiet friendliness, the ready smile for everyone. No one has ever seen Jim out of 
patience, irritated or irritable. That is a rare achievement in this busy, rushing world where nerves are 
often taut and impatient words come easily. Jim well deserves the big dividend of good will, friendship 
and tranquility that is his. 


Original article from #544-6233 


James West, who has the dis- 
tinetion of having given the 
people of this community their 
first electric lights way back in 
the early part of 1916, is retiring 
from the position of accountant 
of Wahkiakum County. Public 
Utility District No. i. It is note- 
worthy that Jim began his pub- 
lic service in Cathlamet with a 
utility that served the town and 
is closing it with a public utility 
that serves the entire county. 

It ig also worth noting that the 
first electricity was given by two 
native sons—James West and his 
brother, John, who were born in 
Cathlamet on the Birnie Dona- 
tion Land Claim, in the old Bir- 
nie home built by James Birnie, 
the Scotchman and Hudson Bay 
factor and trader who chose the 
spot that is now Cathlamet for 
his home. 


Takes Land Gaim 

The declining fur trade, too 
much extended credit to unreli- 
ables who came, bought and dis- 
appeared, the refusal‘ to accept 
changes, brought financial ruin 
to the Birnies and after Mr, 
Birnie’s death, the donation land 
claim on which all of Cathlamet 
east of Birnie Creek is built, pas- 
sed into the hands of the Wests, 
another scotch family who were 
the founders of Westport, Ore, 

David West and his wife, Mar- 
garet, took up their residence in 
the old Birnie home and re- 
mained there until 1890 when 
they built a new home of the. 
same type as the Birnie house, 
situated near the farm opera- 
tions, It is now owned by School 
District No. 150 and directly in 
front of the new school building. 

Before the David Wests moved 
to their new home, four boys were 
born to them — George, John, 


James and Christopher. George 


died as the result of an accident 
in early childhood and Christa- 
pher in his twenties was drowned 
in a boating accident hére on the 
Columbia, Twin sons, Alfred and 
Albert, were born in the new 
home, Albert was & casualty of 
World War I. 

James joined the family. in 1866. 
and when he was only a small boy 
his mother passed on leaving the 
five sons to the care of father and - 
~ Grandmother West, assisted py. — 
housekeepers. The farm work de- 
manded everyone’s help and Jim 
did his share, 


electric power known as the Wah- 
kiakum Light Company, 

It continued in operation until 
1925 when the Forshay Co. of 
Minneapolis bought it and began 
expansion of the system. They 
sold out to the West Coast Power 
Co, and the remainder of that 
story belongs to the PUD, 

John and James West contin- 
ued their farm which had been 
‘more or less a sideline during the 
‘power plant operation. Farming 
was all right, but Jim was by 


Mr. and Mrs. James West 


training a first class accountant. 
Occasionally the community 


“had celled upon him for-his ser- 


vices in that capacity, including 
three years as city treasurer. In 
1938 he was elected county treas- 
urer without any opposition and 
served in that capacity 8 years, 
‘the legal limit of two terms. He 
was elected county auditor, also 
without opposition, but before he 


_ qualified; the PUD commissioners 


offered him the position of ac- 


» countant, 


After five and. a half years in 


that capacity he has been forced 


to retire on account of an eye 


condition which will not permit 


the close work with figures. Rod- 
ney Olson succeeds him, 


Buys Home Hers 

‘Seyeral years. ago.the Wests 
bought an attractive home on 
Ocean Beach highway in Rose- 


dale, Since gardening has been 


Jim’s hobby, he plans to devote 
the most of his ime 30 it. 


“Many People 


Attend Grange 


R. M. Bunn, home from a trip 
to Bastern Washington, reports 
that he saw Jack Heldt and Mrs. 
-Homer Durrah of Grays River 
Valley, the Sid Parkers and Mrs, 
Jennie Whitten of Skamokawa; 
Harvey Moore of Puget Island at 
State Grange and that Mrs. Bunn 
had contacted Mrs, Iva Lewis 
and Mrs. Rose Groesbeck, The 
Bunns visited in Spokane and 
stopped at Yakima for the 
Grange session’ -while en route 
home, 


Entrants Asked 
For Parade 


Huck Finn, Buck Rogers, Hop . 
A’long Cassidy, Indian braves, - 
Cinderella and all the rest of the © 


gang should be on parade during 


‘ Funtasia. There are lots of cute. 


kids in this county and their 
mothers are clever about think- 
ing up ideas and costumes go the 
kiddies parade for all children 
under 12 should be a big feature 
of Funtasia. 

Everyone planning to partici- 
pate is asked to contact Mrs. 
Ward Holloway or Mrs. Walter 
Irving (in the auditor's office). 


TWO REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS COMPLETED 


- Two! ‘important real estate 
transactions were completed this 
week. 

The Harvey Gormans have sold 
their farm on the Ocean Beach 
highway between Cathlamet and 
Skamokawa to Mr, and Mrs. Bud 
wWo!srton. 

‘MAT Gorman, who has-been in 
poor health for several months, 
will go with Mrs. Gorman for a 
stay at Kalispel. 

The second transaction involves 
the sale of the Bud DeLarm 
home on Second street on the 
hill to Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Carl- 
stad, Mr. and Mrs. Al Phelps, who 
have been occupying the house, 
will move into the one now oc- 
cupied by the Carlstads. 


day, Saturday and Sunday, Ju 
21, 22 and 23. It is to be held 
the new homé of Mr. and M 
Harold Dromensk at 2727 
street, Longview, ’ 

The hours will be from ¢ 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Friday; 2:0 
10:00 p.m. on Saturday and f: 
noon until 6:00 p.m. Sunday. 

Mrs. Virginia Rubin has 
charge of all the interior de 
ating and has designed some « 
inal ideas in furniture. 


The benefit open house, is 
the purpose of raising fund; 
the Orthopedic hospital in Se 
where handicapped and ork; 
children from all over the N. 
west are treated. Seventy per 
of these are needy children 
are treated free, 

“You are cordially invite 
come and bring your friend 
enjoy this open house with 
Mrs. Rubin said. A free will o: 
ing will be taken. No gift is 
large, and none too ‘small, to h 
a crippled or handicapped ch 
she said, 


Chair Sale R 


By Committe 


The committee on chair se 
for the new auditorium repor 
a.real response this week. “It j 
shows people know a good inve 
ment when they see it, For $f 
you can be assured of a reser\ 
seat to school functions for 19 
53, besides having your na 
stamped on the back of the ch 
rermanently,” ‘said B. B. Fa 
chairman of the selling comm 
tee, when he reported the sa 
of the week. 

Many donors to the cause ha 
requested the tag be stamped 
memory of some loved one w. 
has died. 

“We will gladly stamp the t 
any way you wish. Send your cc 
tribution and you will be hap 
you have donated to a wort 
cause,” Farr continued. 

Listed below are those w 
have purchased chairs for t 
new school and boosted the th 
mometer located on the coi 
house lawn: G. R, Kersteiter, M 
dred A. Kerstetter, Sidney P 
ker, Mrs. Thomas G, Lowery, } 
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Walking’s Good 


If you have been accustomed 
to calling the taxi for the little 
run up the hill or over to the 
Island you will have to talk 
nice to your neighbor’s car or 
walk because our taxi man, C. 
©, Christian, and his wife are 
going to take a postman’s holi- 
day and taxi-across the United 
States, possibly as far as 
Mobile, Ala,, “unless they get 
cooked out in Kansas City, 
which is their main destination. 
The Christians expect to be 
gone 2 month or six weeks and 
during that time, taxi service 
will be suspended. 


“Funtasia”’ 
Progressing 


The program for “Funtasie” is 
shaping up well and enthusiasm 
ig running high according to re- 
ports made at the committee 
meeting Tuesday evening, Several 
events have already been sched- 
uled and more are in the offing 
awaiting someone who will take 
over, 

Johnny Hendrickson, who is in 

“ charge of the main parade, has 
contacted a number of outside 
organizations asking for their 
participation, and Mrs. Ward Hol- 
loway, in charge of the kiddies’ 
parade, is urging that entries be 
made to her or Mrs, Walter Irv- 
ing as soon as possible and she 
is hopihg that there will be a 
large number. 

Clint Renney has the square 
dance jamboree well in hand and 
the Gun club in planning some 
features that are bound to attract 
a crowd, : 

The Cathlamet Woman’s elub 
is requesting-that everyone re- 


member the rummage sale. It - 


will be one of the featured oof 
the “FUNTASIA”. 


‘Many People 
Attend Grange 


R. M. Bunn, home from a trip 
to Eastern Washington, reports 
that he saw Jack Heldt and Mrs. 


iti 


28 


Cathlamet, Wahkiakum Coun j)))\~ 


Cast for Fun 
Selected; Pl 


The response to the invitati 
to participate in a play for “FU 
TASIA” was most gratifyi 
and Mrs. Julia Butler Hans 
states that she wishes to « 
press her appreciation to the « 
tire community as well as the « 
ecutive committee of the festi 
for their co-operation and whc 
hearted assistance, 

The play,-“That Day Reme 
bered”, is adapted from “Birn 
Retreat”, which was presente¢ 
the Centennial in ’46 and the « 
which is presenting it will 
known as the “Cathlamet S 
mer Players”. 

They are as follows: Ja 
Birnie, Robert Kerstetter; Cl 
lotte Birnie, his wife, Betk 
Foster; Betsy Birnie Ander. 
Mary Doumit; Robert Birnie, 
Johnson; Susan Birnie, M¢ 
Lou Goodfellow; La Rose Bir 
Ann Robbins; Charlotte Bir 
Barbara Hughes; Amelia Bir 
Pamela Faubion; Mary Ann } 
nie, Deanna Wendt; Vict 
Birnie, Linda Peterson; 4 
Birnie, Bobby Peterson; Ct 
Factor of Hudson’s Bay at V 
couver, George Doumit; A 
Graham of Fort Vancouver, Ro. 
ert Bacon; George B. Robert 
chief clerk, Alvin Carlstad; Ar 
thony Bennett, Fort Hall clerl 
George Mylett; Mademossel 
Julie St. Clair, Dolores Cochrar 
Madame James Douglas, Bern: 
dette McDonnell; Y-su Lashi 
Mrs. Birnie’s Indian slave, Nir 


Open House 
Is Slated 


The Maple Leaf Orthope¢ 
Guild of Longview is announci 
@ benefit “Open House” on F 
day, Saturday and Sunday, Ju 
21, 22 and -23. It is to be held 
the new homé of Mr, and M 
Harold Dromensk at 2727 = 
street, Longview, 

The hours will be from ( 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Friday; 2:0( 
10:00 p.m. mm Saturday and f: 
noon until 6:00 p.m. Sunday. 


He attended the local school 
and was one of the pupils in the 
# first real school building of the 
2% community. His teachers and his 
" father, who had a good know- 
: ledge of figures, recognized Jim’s 
| unusual aptitude for mathemat- 
ics, As the result he was given a 
S course in hookkeeping in a Port- 
‘land business college and when 
—not yet nineteen, he was em- 
apPloyed in the Astoria Savings 
tysbank, * cS 
341 For ten years he continued in 
reithis position and then doctors 
yaiadyised a change of work—some- 
faething outside. He had been mar- 
ry tied in June 1915 to Miss Florence 
qa Chadwick, of a pioneer Oregon 
:o family, a very attractive young 
woman and a trained nurse by 
profession. The old home place 
Seemed to be the answer to the 
doctor’s orders. In June 1915 Mr. 
and Mrs. West became residents 
of Cathlamet and Jim joined his 
brothers in the operation of thi 
farm, aS ; . 
Jim sensed that the town would 
see further growth and more re- 
sidents, and he knew, too, that 
the age of electricity was upon 
us. He and his brother, John, 
decided to install an electric 
plant operated by a diesel en- 
gine. Thus was sparked our first 


up the feelings of all of those who 
try to teach: 

“It's better to light one small 
candie than to complain about the 
dark.” 


Fiat Arak y opeaae  ataacy 


West were honored ‘at a luncheon 
by the entire staff-of the PUD in- 
~ cluding Gus Jaspers, John King 
- James Maki, PUD commissioners; 
John Dickson, manager; Alvin 
_Carlstad, Mrs. Iyer Klingberg, 
Mrs, Ralph Rodahl, George Hol- 
lar, A. R. Fudge, Robert Peek 
and Rodney Olson. Appreciation 
for Jim’s service and regret for 
his retirement were expressed by 
all and as further expression of 
their goodwill they presented Jim 
, With a power lawn mower of the 
latest type model. Using this on 
the large lawn of thelr home, 
enjoying their three grandchild- 
Ten and taking a few short trips 


are in the plans for the immedi- | 


ate future of the Wests. ~_ 

‘The many -friends of Jim 
throughout the county will be 
wishing him many happy years 
in his retirement, and those 
friends are many because in spite 
of years of furnishing juice with 
an often balky diesel engine, 
handing out unpopular tax bills, 

.Jim has acquired no enemies, To 

have lived in Cathlamet 55 years, 
and served the public 37 of those 
years without acquiring some ill 
will is worthy of Ripley. 

We know it is that quiet friend- 
liness, the ready smile for every- 
oné. No one has ever seen Jim out 
of patience, irritated or irritable. 
That is a rare achievement in 
this busy, rushing world where 
nerves are often taut and im- 
patient words come easily. Jim 
well deserves the big divident of 
good will, friendship and tran- 
quility that is his. 


m7 77 
LE 


‘INNTO 
_ 


BY TOM OKA 


